after my father died. The Drs. E stayed interested in my work even after I chose a career that employed mainly the pen rather than the pipette. They became true mentors rather than simply advisers.
I have been privileged to return some of what the Drs. E gave me. During college, Mr. Dr. E's university asked me to write a letter on his behalf, probably for tenure or a teaching award. I knew little of such things then, but I valued the chance to reciprocate after the recommendations he had written for me. Likewise, I felt honored when Mrs. Dr. E called to request my advice about a family member's education. Now, as a mentor myself, I try to live up to the example of the Drs. E. I see reflections of their mentorship in mine-whether I am supervising trainees, hosting students for dinner (with a special dessert, of course), supporting mentees regardless of career path, or just trying to follow through on what I say.
Over the years, my contact with the Drs. E came to consist largely of exchanging holiday letters. When last December passed without a letter from them, an internet search confirmed what I had feared. As I prepared to send Mrs. Dr. E a condolence card, an abbreviated holiday letter arrived from her, from a new address, near offspring. Now, as I send my holiday letter this year, I am thankful to have known the Drs. E-as scientists, as individuals, and as a couple-and I try to honor their example as I exchange good wishes with current and former trainees of my own. ■ In it, an early-career scientist I'll call Dr. E told me another candidate had received the summer research opportunity I had sought. He ended the letter by saying he hoped he could accept me the next year. I took that as an empty pleasantry. Yet a year later, the second letter arrived, offering me the spot. Little did I realize that remembering others and following through on commitments were typical of Dr. E. Nor did I imagine that those letters would start relationships that would last much of a lifetime and shape my own mentoring. 
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